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A Global Panel of 34 experts has produced a snapshot of the  
way in which cities around the world are advancing an integrated 
vision of culture in sustainable development. Results depict a 
very interesting landscape, with regional differences as well as 
varying degrees of development in each of the 9 thematic areas 
or ‘commitments’ considered in Culture 21 Actions.

The Global Panel was launched in July 2015 by the Committee 
on Culture of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) 
following the adoption in March 2015 of Culture 21 Actions, a 
toolkit for self-evaluation, policy design and peer-learning on 
culture and sustainable development. Culture 21 Actions builds 
on the Agenda 21 for culture, a charter providing policy guidance, 
adopted by UCLG in 2004.

Culture 21 Actions is an initiative of the Committee on Culture 
of UCLG. It contributes to the global conversation on culture in 
sustainable cities that was initiated in Rio+20 (in 2012), included 
the elaboration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
during 2013-2015 and continues with the New Urban Agenda that 
UN-Habitat is preparing (to be approved in 2016). We believe 
that Culture 21 Actions contributes to a better understanding 
of the integral relationship between culture, citizenship, and 
sustainable development.

RESULTS OF THE 
GLOBAL PANEL 2015
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WHERE DO CITIES 
FARE BETTER?

The lowest assessment scores are found in the following areas:

Culture and the Environment (30/100), including the preservation of 
traditional knowledge and practices related to the sustainable use of 
natural resources; 

Cultural Rights (35/100), including how these rights can provide a basis for 
citizenship and cultural development; 

Culture, Equality and Social Inclusion (35/100), namely how access to and 
participation in culture can be part of the conversation on the fight against 
discrimination and for social inclusion.

WHERE IS PROGRESS 
MOST NEEDED?

The highest assessment scores can be found in the following areas:

Heritage, Diversity and Creativity (50/100), which includes measures 
typically adopted by local governments in the realm of cultural policy; 

Culture, Urban Planning and Public Space (44/100), which refers to 
the consideration of cultural aspects in urban planning, transport and 
regeneration, among others; 

Culture, Information and Knowledge (43/100), which comprises measures 
concerned with the integration of culture, technologies, knowledge and 
related areas.

The online questionnaire used by the Global Panel is freely available to local 
governments, researchers and activists committed to culture in sustainable 
cities. The Global Panel’s assessment provides a benchmark to compare each 
one’s results to. The Committee on Culture of UCLG will not produce any city 
ranking because the logic of Culture 21 Actions is not about competition but 
about peer-learning, cooperation and local capacity-building.

HOW CAN I 
PARTICIPATE?

Culture 21 Actions is available to any local government that wishes to use it. The 
online questionnaire allows cities and local governments to self-evaluate the 
place of culture in sustainable development.

The Committee on Culture of UCLG is assisting local governments in 
implementing this toolkit through the programmes of ‘Pilot Cities’ and ‘Leading 
Cities’. These programmes are focused on technical assistance for self-
assessment, peer learning exchanges, explanations of good practices, and the 
identification of cities that are leaders in a specific area.

Culture 21 Actions has created an international “community of practice” on 
Culture in Sustainable Cities.

HOW CAN A CITY OR A 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
FURTHER WORK WITH 
CULTURE 21 ACTIONS?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1srs7H1UmYyr6XEXXH4VeqUFlxGfBplMESJA6marpA5A/viewform
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Every two years (on even years), UCLG and the City of Mexico organise 
the “International Award UCLG – MEXICO City – Culture 21” to recognise 
leading cities and people that have distinguished themselves through their 
contribution to culture as a pillar of sustainable development. The second 
edition of the Award will take place in 2016. 

Every two years (on odd years), the UCLG Committee on Culture organises 
a Culture Summit to bring people together, foster exchange, update 
the agenda, and publicly report on the progress made through online 
collaboration. The next UCLG Culture Summit will be held in the first half 
of 2017.

Finally, the Committee on Culture of UCLG promotes thematic and regional 
seminars on issues related to the role of culture in sustainable cities.

WHAT OTHER ACTIVITIES 
ARE UNDERWAY?Bilel Aboudi, Ministry of Culture, Tunisia

Serhan Ada, Istanbul Bilgi University
Komlan Agbo, West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA)
Maria Victoria Alcaraz, Ministry of Culture, City of Buenos Aires
Xolile George, South African Local Government Association (SALGA)
Hanae Bekkari, Tanger al Madina Foundation
Victoria Contreras, Conecta Cultura de México AC
Marjolein Cremer, European Cultural Foundation
Catherine Cullen, Institut d’Études Politiques de Lille (IEP)
Nancy Duxbury, Centre for Social Studies, University of Coimbra
Zhou Fang, Consultant, Paris / Fuyang
Tom Fleming, Tom Fleming Creative Consultancy (TFCC)
Ana Carla Fonseca, Garimpo de Soluções
Enrique Glockner, IGC Asesores, Mexico
Rahul Goswami, Centre for Environment Education, India
Antoine Guibert, Expert, Agenda 21 for culture
Serene Huleileh, The Arab Education Forum
Lucina Jiménez, Observatorio Comunicación, Cultura y Artes, Mexico
Abdoulaye Elimane Kane, City of Dakar
Philippe Kern, Kern European Affairs (KEA)
Denis Lemieux, Expert, Agenda 21 for culture
Adrien Licha, United Cities and Local Governments Middle East West Asia - UCLG-MEWA
Alfons Martinell Sempere, University of Girona 
Lupwishi Mbuyamba, Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa (OCPA)
Magdalena Moreno, International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA)
José Oliveira Junior, Municipal Cultural Foundation, Belo Horizonte
Phloeun Prim, Cambodian Living Arts
Ferdinand Richard, A.M.I., National Centre for the Development of Contemporary 
Music, Marseilles
María Paulina Soto Labbé, University of Chile
Mike van Graan, African Arts Institute
Carlos Villaseñor, CulturaMexico
Andreas Wiesand, ERICarts Institute
Jan Wisansing, Perfect Link Consulting Group and Education, Thailand
Ada Wong, Hong Kong Institute of Contemporary Culture

THE GLOBAL PANEL

The Committee on culture of UCLG is chaired  
by Lille Metropole, co-chaired by Buenos Aires, 

 Montreal and México and vice-chaired by  
Angers, Barcelona and Milano.



Committee on Culture of UCLG
UCLG - United Cities and Local Governments
Carrer Avinyó, 15
08002 Barcelona

Email  info@agenda21culture.net 
Web  www.agenda21culture.net 
Twitter  @agenda21culture
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